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April 24, 1965 


LIKELY CRITICISM OF THE INITIATIVE 


1 The propose! is a phony: a shallow attempt to disgelse the failure 

° f rfct^ probably 1 against 

an5 a targe?fthat involve greater risks of involving the world in general war. 

2. The phoniness derives from several aspects of the "offer" (or, 
ul timatum) : 


a) the short time limit; 

b) the ambitiousness of the demands; 

c) the nature of the US offer.' 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority £ ^2^2. 


By nabs, Duto i/r/p'. 


. 3 Is there any sign that the VC are just on the verge of abandoning their 

into territory admi ni stered by the VC an s ° *•_ . . w u at ? The US 

r«l deadly dangerous attacks upon 

North Vietnam. 

4 Obviously, the President could not seriously expect — unless he knows 
m „ . ;* e than he has told us - that the VC would give up, in two weeks, on 
this basis Nor could he have drawn the conclusion from recent statements 

DRV* that they were prepared to cease their support to the VC movement 
unde? tb“ I«1 Nor could he bel i eve that Hanoi could turn off 
the VC to this extent even if it wanted to — especially in two weeks. 

rss'iss-^ 

ssa- 

nam that’are less justifiable and put greater pressure P" Chmese 
the Soviets to enter the war than anything we have seen^o far. 

6 Still Johnson's ploy may turn out Jo r_the _bes t, _i f .t he_peo£l^. o f 
the wohd ?nd eifecial iy of the. Uni ted States, , wi 11 put these two weeks to 
good use. For once, he has deprived himself of the ab . 1 r ty to p resent t 
Conqress the public and the world with a fai t accompl i . Whether to e 
that"pause" is a decision that should not be his alone to make. ^ L ®5 “ s e 
him -- through Congress, through letters, through the press -- in God s name 
to write off this i 1 1 -conceived, bloody gamesmanship as a failure and begi 
to deal with the realities of the situation. 

7 Those realities include deep and rather reasonable feeling by 
the North Vietnamese that they do not choose to sit down to discuss the 

’ future of SEA while they are being bombed by the Americans. Second, (the 
VC or the DRV should not be expected to begin negotiations I oy 9'Ying U P 
trump card: VC control of territory and population.] tte . us "® nts a VC 

standdown, they can probably get it by offering a ceasefire in SVN. A 
A genuine offer would be to stop bombing and start talking. 
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